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BARTHOLOMEW COUNTY COUNCIL  

January 14, 2014 

 

 The Bartholomew County Council met on January 14, 2014 at 6:00 p.m. in the 

County Council Chambers of the Governmental Office Building, 440 Third Street, 

Columbus, Indiana.  Members present were: Bill Lentz, Jorge Morales, Evelyn 

Strietelmeier Pence, Ryan Lauer, Rob Kittle and Jim Reed.  Chris Ogle was not present.  

Also in attendance were Auditor Barbara J Hackman and Council Attorney Chris 

Monroe.  As this was the first meeting of the year, Auditor Hackman opened the meeting.  

Bill Lentz gave the invocation and led the pledge. 

 Auditor Hackman called for nominations for County Council President.  Rob 

Kittle nominated Ryan Lauer for President with Bill Lentz seconding the motion.  Rob 

Kittle motioned to close the nominations.  Bill Lentz seconded the motion and the vote 

was 6-0 to close the nominations.  Auditor Hackman called for the vote for those in favor 

of Ryan Lauer for Council President for 2014.  The vote was 6-0. 

 At this point, Auditor Hackman turned the meeting over to President Lauer.  

 President Lauer called for nominations for President Pro-Tem.  Bill Lentz 

nominated Rob Kittle.  Mr. Kittle thanked him but declined the nomination.  Jim Reed 

nominated Evelyn Strietelmeier Pence with a second by Jorge Morales.  Hearing no other 

nominations, President Lauer called for the vote.  The vote was 6-0 for Evelyn 

Strietelmeier Pence as President Pro-Tem for 2014. 
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The next item on the agenda was the consideration of an Agreement for Legal 

Services for the County Council with Attorney Chris Monroe.  Jorge Morales motioned 

to approve the Agreement with Attorney Monroe as Legal Counsel for the County 

Council for 2014.  Evelyn Strietelmeier Pence seconded the motion which passed 

unanimously. 

The next item on the agenda was consideration of an Agreement with the 

Columbus Economic Development Board.  This is for two (2) seats on the Columbus 

Economic Development Board for a cost of fourteen-thousand dollars ($14,000 - one 

Council seat & one Commissioner seat) for 2014.  It is a joint agreement with the County 

Commissioners.  Jorge Morales made a motion to approve the agreement as presented.  

Rob Kittle seconded the motion which passed unanimously. 

The next item on the agenda was the 2014 Member/Liaison to Boards, 

Commissions and Committees for Council members as follows: 

 
Community Corrections Advisory Board Ryan Lauer 4 year – ends 12/31/2014 

Computer & Data Processing Board Ryan Lauer 1 year – ends 12/31/2014 

County Plan Commission Jorge Morales Coincides with term 

County Extension Board Bill Lentz 1 year – ends 2/2015 

Parks & Recreation Board Evelyn Strietelmeier Pence 4 year – ends 12/31/2017 

Local Emergency Plan Commission Rob Kittle 1 year – ends 12/31/2014 

Job Review/Classification Committee 

Bell Lentz 

Ryan Lauer 

Evelyn Strietelmeier Pence 

1 year –ends 12/31/2014 

Personnel Administrative Committee 
Jorge Morales 

Bill Lentz 
1 year – ends 12/31/2014 

Solid Waste Management District Board Chris Ogle 1 year – ends 12/31/2014 

Youth Services Center Advisory Board Evelyn Strietelmeier Pence 1 year – ends 12/31/2014 

Columbus Economic Development Board 
Jorge Morales 

Chris Ogle 

1 year – ends 12/31/2014 

Proxy, 1 yr – ends 12/31/14 
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Joint Council of Emergency Dispatch Services Jorge Morales 1 year – ends 12/31/2014 

Cols Area Metropolitan Planning Org Board Jorge Morales 1 year – ends 12/31/2014 

Liaison to City Plan Commission Jorge Morales 1 year – ends 12/31/2014 

Liaison to Health Board Jim Reed 4 year – ends 12/31/2016 

Liaison to Sheriff Merit Board Ryan Lauer 1 year – ends 12/31/2014 

 

 

Jim Reed motioned to approve the Member/Liaison positions as read.  Jorge 

Morales seconded the motion which passed unanimously. 

The next item on the agenda was 2014 Council Appointments to Commissions, 

Boards and Committees as follows: 

Alcoholic Beverage Commission Phyllis Apple (1 yr – ends 12/31/2014) 

County Board of Zoning Appeals Gil Palmer (4 yr – ends 12/31/2016) 

Cols Economic Development Commission Richard Lovelace (1 yr – ends 12/31/14) 

Bartholomew County Library Board 
Brenda Tallent (4 yr – ends 12/31/2016) 

Gayle Loesch (4 yr – ends 12/31/2015) 

Parks & Recreation Board 
Jim Mahoney (4 yr – ends 12/31/2016) 

Nancy Hoeltke (4 yr – ends 12/31/2015) 

Property Tax Adjustment Board of Appeals Chris West (1 yr – ends 12/31/2014) 

 

 

President Lauer motioned to approve the 2014 Appointments as read.  Bill Lentz 

seconded the motion which passed unanimously. 

The next item on the agenda was the approval of the minutes of the Council 

meeting of December 10, 2013.  Evelyn Strietelmeier Pence motioned to approve the 

minutes as presented.  Rob Kittle seconded the motion which passed unanimously. 

 The next item on the agenda was a request for a Tax Abatement for Kramer 

Property, LLC as presented by Thomas H Kramer, owner.  Jason Hester, Executive 
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Director of the Columbus Economic Development Board was also in attendance.  Mr. 

Kramer explained that he has been in the cabinet manufacturing business for the past 27 

years.  In 2007, they built a new facility just North of the Edinburgh Outlet Mall.  They 

are in need of a 32,000 square foot expansion that will cost $1.3 million dollars.  An 

abatement would help defray the cost of the additional employees he will be hiring.  Rob 

Kittle asked if the 7 positions would be full time with benefits.  Mr. Kramer stated yes.  

The pay range would be between $11 and $20 per hour depending on the skill level.  He 

hopes to complete the addition by June or July of this year (2014).  Jorge Morales asked 

if he found it difficult in filling positions from the community.  Mr. Kramer stated that it 

has not been easy.  The last few years, he has experienced people coming to him.  They 

have added five employees since 2007.  Jim Reed asked if the trouble hiring within the 

community was due to a lack of skills.  Mr. Kramer stated he will train people but it 

hinges on a person’s attitude.  President Lauer asked how long they have done business in 

Bartholomew County.  Mr. Kramer stated 27 years.  Pro-Tem Evelyn Strietelmeier Pence 

asked if they had international requests.  He stated they were more national.  They have 

done the Bigfoot and Circle K cabinets in 5 states.  They just received a request for 400+ 

restaurants for one chain over 14 states.  They just recently finished the Chicago Reserve 

Center.  They have already spent about eight-hundred-thousand dollars ($800,000) in 

preparation for the expansion.  Rob Kittle asked what the expansion would be used for.  

Mr. Kramer stated it would be principally for storage, shipping and the storage of trucks.  

The new facility will also allow the entire tractor-trailer to enter for easier loading and 
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unloading.  The current building is 24’ to the eves and the new portion will be 32’ to the 

eves.  Jason Hester spoke in favor of the abatement.  Based on the $1.3 million 

investment it will add 7 new permanent jobs with the company and will create 11 

immediate construction jobs with an overall estimated impact of $2.7 million in spending 

over 10 years.  The abatement will allow a phase in over the next 10 years of the 

additional property taxes, if a 10 year abatement is granted.  Mr. Kramer is only talking 

about shop floor positions, but as the need increases, they will then need front office help 

also.  Jorge Morales motioned to approve the Resolution 2014-02 (see attached along 

with page 1 of the SB-1) for an abatement of 10 years.  Rob Kittle seconded the motion 

and stated that this was a company that had invested over $3 million dollars during their 

time here.  President Lauer noted that a 10 year abatement is the maximum amount that 

could be allowed.  Bill Lentz asked if it should be for less than 10 years to be consistent 

with what the Council has approved in the past.  Rob Kittle stated that the last couple of 

requests had not requested a specific number of years to his recollection.  Chris West, 

Real Estate and Tax Billing Administrator for the Bartholomew County Auditor’s Office 

stated that was correct.  The vote was 5-1 with Bill Lentz as the dissenting vote. 

The next item on the agenda was a request for Additional Appropriation for 

thirty-six-thousand seven-hundred fifty-four dollars and sixty-two cents ($36,754.62) 

from the Covered Bridge Fund (023) as presented by County Engineer Danny Hollander.  

Every year the County receives one-thousand two-hundred dollars ($1,200) from the 

State for maintenance of covered bridges that is placed in the Covered Bridge Fund.  This 
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requested appropriation is to cover the expense of a new roof on the covered bridge at 

Mill Race Park.  The appropriation amount should actually be twenty-two-thousand nine-

hundred fifty dollars ($22,950.20) as that is the total amount in this fund.  Bill Lentz 

asked if the City had any responsibility towards this.  Engineer Hollander stated they did 

not as Bartholomew County had adopted a Cumulative Bridge Fund which placed the 

responsibility of all bridges on the County.  The only exceptions are State bridges.  

Evelyn Strietelmeier Pence asked the amount of the quote.  It is the thirty-six-thousand 

seven-hundred fifty-four dollars and sixty-two cents ($36,754.62).  Rob Kittle asked what 

the life time would be for a roof like this.  Engineer Hollander stated if done right, it 

should be about 40 years.  Jorge Morales asked if this was a fair price.  Engineer 

Hollander stated that based on the information he has he believes it is.  One issue is 

removing the roof without letting anything enter the pond that it sits over.  The additional 

amount will come from the Cumulative Bridge Fund.  Rob Kittle motioned to approve 

the Additional Appropriation for twenty-two-thousand nine-hundred fifty dollars 

($22,950.20) from the Covered Bridge Fund (023).  Jim Reed seconded the motion.  Mr. 

Ron Speer (in the audience) asked why they had to use cedar shake shingles as opposed 

to putting a tin roof on it.  Engineer Hollander stated that the State of Indiana had 

determined which bridges were “historically significant” and he believes this bridge is on 

that list but he would have to research to be certain.  Rob Kittle stated it was a good 

question and he would withdraw his motion if Jim Reed would withdraw his second.  Jim 

Reed withdrew his second and Rob Kittle withdrew his motion.  Engineer Hollander will 
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look into this and bring it back to the Council in February.  Attorney Monroe stated that if 

they table the issue they will not have to re-advertise.  Engineer Hollander stated he will 

need the money no matter which way they go.  Jorge Morales motioned to table the 

request.  Rob Kittle seconded the motion which passed unanimously. 

The next item on the agenda was the consideration of the 2014 Substance Abuse 

Council Grant.  Larry Perkinson, from the Bartholomew Consolidated School 

Corporation, presented the request.  The Substance Abuse Council has Drug Free 

Community funds to utilize.  The money comes from violations and fines.  Each County 

has the opportunity to create a Substance Abuse Council.  The State then reviews the 

requests as submitted by the various Substance Abuse Councils.  Last year there was 

sixty-nine thousand seventy-six dollars and eighty cents ($69,076.80) in that fund.  They 

meet yearly to review the use of these funds and then present them for approval.  They 

have received 13 grant requests that were timely filed.  The Substance Abuse Council 

also set aside five-thousand dollars ($5,000) for a half day conference where they bring in 

guest speakers. Jorge Morales asked for clarification on the amount as it shows fifty-two-

thousand five-hundred twenty-five dollars ($52,525) and five-thousand ($5,000) for 

programs.  Mr. Perkinson stated the full amount is fifty-seven-thousand five-hundred 

twenty-five dollars ($57,525).  Jim Reed asked what the largest grant amount was.  Mr. 

Perkinson stated that they are giving six-thousand dollars ($6,000) to the City Police.  

They are also giving six-thousand five-hundred dollars ($6,500) to the Sheriff’s 

Department for their Drug Interdiction Program.  Mr. Perkinson stated that he uses some 
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of the funds to help with counseling sessions for students in Bartholomew County 

ranging from drug abuse to suicidal thoughts or anything that maybe causing a child to 

have issues.  There was discussion about the use of tobacco as well as marijuana and 

illegal drugs.  Mr. Perkinson stated they have seen declines in alcohol and tobacco use by 

youth.  There was also discussion regarding suicide among youth.  Jorge Morales 

motioned to approve the Substance Abuse Council Grants for fifty-seven-thousand five-

hundred twenty-five dollars ($57,525.00).  Rob Kittle seconded the motion which passed 

unanimously. 

The next item on the agenda was miscellaneous items.  Attorney Monroe had 

reviewed the Supplemental Pay for County employees in the minutes from the 2014 

budget hearings held in August of 2013.  He has created a Resolution to clarify this 

supplemental pay.  He also reviewed the Salary Ordinance.  There were concerns 

regarding State set employees other than Probation Officers.  He believes the Chief 

Deputy Prosecutor is receiving a check from the County for 25% of her pay and 75% 

from the State.  She is full time though the Salary Ordinance states she is part-time.  He 

included a statement that it was for all full-time employees that were employed on 

December 31, 2013.  He also changed the wording from “bonus” to “supplemental”.  

Jorge Morales made a motion to approve Resolution 2014-01 (see attached) as presented.  

Rob Kittle stated that he believes Attorney Monroe had captured the intent of the 

Council.  Mr. Kittle seconded the motion which passed unanimously. 
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Mr. Ron Speer (in the audience) stated he was not at the work session last night 

but understood they had decided to build a new building to replace the current County 

Annex building.  Jorge Morales stated they had discussed it but they do not make 

decisions during work sessions.  Mr. Speer stated that he knows something needs to be 

done.  He asked if they have they looked into renting a building?  Bill Lentz stated that 

there are 10 people involved when you count the 3 Commissioners and the 7 Council 

members which means there are 10 different ideas.  Jim Reed stated that he believes the 

consensus among all 10 people is that they do not want to maintain the current building.  

President Lauer stated they will be meeting again with the Commissioners for a public 

meeting. 

The next item on the agenda was updates by the Council members as follows: 

Jim Reed – had nothing to report. 

Ryan Lauer – Sheriff Merit Board meets tomorrow. 

Jorge Morales – a letter was received from the Extension Board for their annual 

meeting.  Plan Committee has been cancelled.  Economic Development Board meets 

tomorrow. 

Bill Lentz – had nothing to report. 

Evelyn Strietelmeier Pence – The Park Board is receiving requests for the use of 

Dunn Stadium.  They are still trying to finalize the restroom issue at Dunn Stadium. 

Rob Kittle – had nothing to report. 
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Evelyn Strietelmeier Pence asked Auditor Hackman if the County would be 

receiving any money back from the Solar Company.  Auditor Hackman was unaware if 

we would be receiving any of the $100,000 CEDIT money back. 

Auditor Hackman stated that the Annual AIC Legislative Conference will be 

February 4
th

 and 5
th

.  One of the guest speakers will be Larry Debord.  If anyone would 

like to go, they need to contact her. 

Rob Kittle made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Bill Lentz seconded the motion 

that passed unanimously. 

    

BARTHOLOMEW COUNTY COUNCIL  

  By:       

        Ryan Lauer, President 

 

  By:                 

         Evelyn Strietelmeier Pence, Pro-Tem 

 

  By:             

         Chris Ogle, Member  

 

  By:              

         Rob Kittle, Member 

   

  By:                

         Jorge Morales, Member 

 

  By:               

         Bill Lentz, Member 

 

  By:                

         Jim Reed, Member 
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ATTEST:          

      Barbara J. Hackman, Auditor 

      Bartholomew County 
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