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COMMISSIONERS’ MEETING 

June 30, 2014 

 

 

 The Bartholomew County Commissioners met in regular session on June 30, 2014 

in the Governmental Office Building, 440 Third Street, Columbus, Indiana.  

Commissioner Rick Flohr called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m.  Commissioner Larry 

Kleinhenz, County Attorney J. Grant Tucker and County Auditor Barbara Hackman were 

in attendance. Chairman Carl Lienhoop was absent due to a funeral.    

 Commissioner Flohr gave the Invocation and led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 The first item on the agenda was the approval of the June 23, 2014 Meeting 

Minutes.  Commissioner Kleinhenz made a motion to approve the minutes, seconded by 

Commissioner Flohr, and the motion passed unanimously. 

Next was the approval of claims.  Commissioner Flohr made a motion to approve 

the claims.  Commissioner Kleinhenz seconded the motion which passed unanimously. 

The next item was the weekly permit report.  Chairman Flohr read the New 

Permit Report dated 6/23/14 to 6/27/14.  Forty-one (41) permits had been issued with a 

fee amount of $5,361 and an estimated construction cost of $4,297,550. 

County Engineer Danny Hollander gave the County Highway Weekly Crew 

Report which included the following work:  put up signs; patched roads; mowed in 

Columbus, Flatrock, Wayne, Sandcreek, Jackson and Ohio Townships; did chip and seal 

in Sandcreek and Wayne Townships; worked on 325W; dug out soft spots on 750S and 

650E; replaced pipe on 900E; fixed ditch area on Legal Tender; and hauled concrete from 

the courthouse. 

Next, Solid Waste Management Education Coordinator Heather Siesel presented 

the Recycling Center Volumes through May, 2014.  Residential recycling activity at the 

recycling center is greatest on Saturdays.  Highest volume of recycled materials in the 

commercial sector continues to be cardboard and standard office white paper.  Also 

notable, was the increase in colored glass (green/brown) volumes for May.  The Satellite 
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Recycling Program remains effective at Harrison, Petersville, Kroger and Hope locations.  

The Landfill Reuse Center volumes are up roughly 2,000 pounds over last year’s 

volumes.  Ms. Siesel was pleased with the fairly new program of collecting smoke 

detectors since they contain hazardous chemicals that can be diverted from the landfill. 

The Tox-Away-Wednesday totals are strong for the year.  The commercial cardboard 

numbers are steady and increases are expected with the addition of a second truck in a 

month or so. 

Ms. Siesel also submitted a 2013-2014 School-Year Education Log documenting 

educational presentations given at every after-school program at the elementary and 

middle schools and in-classroom presentations at all BSCS elementary schools reaching 

7,243 students and 2,641 adults.  Also, the Solid Waste Management District/Recycling 

Center will be a presence at the Bartholomew County Fair promoting its programs, and 

highlighting its relatively new program of electronics recycling. 

For the next agenda item, County Auditor Barbara Hackman presented a contract 

with Cender & Company, LLC (“Cender”) for financial advisory consulting services to 

assist the Auditor’s Office with the completion of the March 1, 2014 County Auditor’s 

Certificate of Adjustment to the Based Assessed Valuations of TIF Districts (TIF 

Neutralization Worksheets).  TIF Neutralization Worksheets have to be completed prior 

to certifying assessed values pursuant to Indiana Code 36-7-14-39(h).  The Auditor’s 

Office has contracted with Cender for the last two years for this service and the expense 

is a budgeted item.   Professional consulting services shall not exceed $3,000 and 

incidental costs shall not exceed $500 without specific written consent of the county.  

Commissioner Kleinhenz made a motion to accept the contract with Cender & Company, 

LLC for services related to the preparation of TIF Neutralization Worksheets for the 2014 

Pay 2015 tax year.  Commissioner Flohr seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 

Next agenda item was the monthly Animal Control Report for May, 2014.  

Commissioner Kleinhenz read the report as follows:  there was a total of 131 cases, 48 

animals were picked up, 82 audits, 6 violations, 2 fines, 4 bite cases, 10 door hangers 



3 

 

placed, 9 reclaimed animals and 6 traps loaned to the public.  The two vans traveled a 

total of 3,572 miles.  Commissioner Kleinhenz made a motion to accept the May Animal 

Control Report as submitted.  Commissioner Flohr seconded the motion which passed 

unanimously. 

For the first miscellaneous item Jim Hartsook requested signing a letter of intent 

in lieu of contracts recently received, but pending legal review.  The letter of intent is to 

assure Windstream/Mitel that Bartholomew County will submit necessary documents by 

the July 7, 2014 deadline or the quoted pricing would no longer be valid.  Commissioner 

Flohr made a motion to accept and sign the letter of intent with Windstream 

Communications.  Commissioner Kleinhenz seconded the motion that passed 

unanimously. 

Next was the consideration of two (2) Sculpture Biennial Property Use 

Agreements between Bartholomew County Commissioners, the Columbus Area Arts 

Council and artists Richard Herzog and Eric Stephenson allowing placement of artwork 

on county property for a term of at least 24 months.  Mr. Herzog’s artwork “It’s All 

About Electricity” is to be displayed on the west courthouse lawn.  Mr. Stephenson’s 

artwork “Emergence II” will also be displayed on the west courthouse lawn.  

Commissioner Kleinhenz made a motion to enter into the Sculpture Biennial Property 

Use Agreements with Richard Herzog and Eric Stephenson, individually.  Commissioner 

Flohr seconded the motion which passed unanimously. 

Mike Lykins, audience member, wanted to thank the County Highway 

Department for chip and sealing 600S and for taking care of the large sycamore tree 

before the chip and seal. 

Lastly, Kris Medic, Purdue Extension Educator, gave a status update on the 

development of the Bartholomew County CAFO Regulation Study Committee including 

its scope, the membership selection process, and proposed meetings/topics with the 

presentation inserted here: 
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Individuals seeking to serve on the committee are asked to submit a one-page 

letter of application no later than August 1, 2014 describing their interest, qualifications, 

and point of view to Extension Educator Kris Medic, Purdue Extension, 1971 State 

Street, Columbus IN, 47201, by phone at 812-379-1665, or via email at 

krismedic@purdue.edu.  Additional information will be posted on the county’s website, 

www.bartholomew.in.gov under Purdue Extension.  Purdue Extension Committee 

member selections will be announced at the August 11, 2014 County Commissioners 

Meeting. 

County offices will be closed on Friday, July 4, 2014 in observance of 

Independence Day. 

There being no other business the meeting was adjourned by Commissioner Flohr 

at 10:50 a.m.  The next Commissioners’ Meeting will be held on Monday, July 7, 2014 at 

10:00 a.m. in the Commissioners’ Chambers. 
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