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COMMISSIONERS’ MEETING 

May 27, 2014 

 

 The Bartholomew County Commissioners met in regular session on May 27, 2014 

in the Governmental Office Building, 440 Third Street, Columbus, Indiana.  Chairman 

Carl Lienhoop called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m.  Commissioners Larry Kleinhenz 

and Rick Flohr, County Attorney J. Grant Tucker and County Auditor Barbara Hackman 

were also in attendance.   

Chairman Lienhoop gave the Invocation and led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 The first item on the agenda was the approval of the May 19, 2014 Meeting 

Minutes.  Commissioner Kleinhenz made a motion to approve the minutes, seconded by 

Commissioner Flohr, and the motion passed unanimously. 

Next was the approval of the payroll.  Responding to Commissioner Flohr’s 

question regarding reporting formats, Auditor Hackman advised that a software update 

for payroll and claims reporting was scheduled for last week.  Commissioner Flohr made 

a motion to approve the payroll, seconded by Commissioner Kleinhenz, and the motion 

passed unanimously.   

The next item on the agenda was reporting the weekly permits.  Chairman 

Lienhoop read the New Permits Report dated 5/19/14 to 5/23/14.  Forty-two (42) permits 

had been issued with a fee amount of $4,266.00 and an estimated construction cost of 

$3,704,623. 

County Highway Engineer Danny Hollander distributed the Annual Operational 

Report for Local Roads and Streets FYE 12/31/13 as prescribed by the State Board of 

Accounts Form 54400.  Sections I and II of this report include financial reporting of 

operational receipts and disbursements from Common Funds:  Motor Vehicle Highway 

Fund, Local Road and Street Fund, Cumulative Bridge Fund, and Other Funds (EDIT).   

Section III, Construction and Reconstruction, reports the contractual and materials costs, 

surface area, and type of work performed broken down by Fund.  Section IV lists and 



2 

 

numbers the Classification of Highway or Street Employees.  Section V itemizes 

Equipment Inventory.  Sections VI and VII, Changes to Certified Mileage and Federal 

Aid Funds Received conclude the report.  Commissioner Kleinhenz made a motion to 

accept the Annual Operational Report for Local Roads and Streets FYE 12/31/13.  

Chairman Lienhoop seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 

Next, Engineer Hollander introduced Eric Brunn from Strand & Associates who 

presented the title sheet for Newbern Bridge (#26) for signatures.  Commissioner 

Kleinhenz made a motion to sign the Newbern Bridge Title Sheet.  Chairman Lienhoop 

seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 

Engineer Hollander then gave the County Highway Weekly Crew Report which 

included the following work:  put up signs; patched roads; widened a section of 

Whitehorse Road; bermed roads in Rockcreek Township; ditched in Colony Park; 

replaced culvert pipes on Base Road; cut up trees from storm; cleaned out corn stalks 

from pipes on 475W, 550N and 250N; attended a safety meeting with REMC; and 

sprayed weeds on 200 miles of roadside. 

For the next County Highway agenda item, County Attorney Grant Tucker read 

two (2) bids submitted for the 2014 County Highway Overlay Materials.  Milestone 

Contractors, LP (Columbus) bid $1,276,233.86 and Dave O’Mara Contractor, Inc. (North 

Vernon) bid $1,349,335.66.  (See attachments)  Commissioner Kleinhenz made a motion 

to take the two bids for 2014 Overlay Materials under advisement.  Commissioner Flohr 

seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 

The Planning Department Director Jeff Bergman presented, for first reading, an 

Ordinance Amending the Official Zoning Map of Bartholomew County, Indiana. (See 

attached).  The request is for three (3) areas in the Town of Grammer lying west of 

County Road 990 East to be rezoned from 1) Agriculture Preferred, 2) Industrial:General 

and 3) Residential:Established to Commercial:Neighborhood Center.  During their May 

14
th

 meeting, the Plan Commission voted to submit a favorable recommendation to the 

Commissioners for the rezoning request.  The request by the owners(s) Charles 
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Whittington/Route 3, LLC, represented by John Whittington and Jeff Rocker (audience 

members), was being made to accommodate future development of office space.  

Chairman Lienhoop opened the meeting for public hearing.  There being no comments 

from the public, the public portion was closed.  Commissioner Flohr made a motion to 

pass the Ordinance Amending the Official Zoning Map of Bartholomew County, Indiana 

(the Charles Whittington/Route 3, LLC Rezoning) on first reading.  Commissioner 

Kleinhenz seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 

E911 Director Ed Reuter submitted a proposal for the purchase of the Smart 

Weather Alerting Application, an enhancement to the Everbridge Emergency System, at 

a cost of $3,437.21, annually.  The County cooperatively participates with the City of 

Columbus and splits the contractual obligation 41% and 59%, respectively.  The 

application provides automatic weather notifications and eliminates human error.  The 

County Council will be asked for an additional appropriation to fund a portion of the 

purchase.  There was some discussion regarding Mike Lovelace’s (audience member) 

comment that as a City resident he feels that he is being double-taxed.  Chairman 

Lienhoop made a motion to sign the quote with Everbridge for the purchase of the Smart 

Weather Alerting Application.  Commissioner Flohr seconded the motion that passed 

unanimously. 

The last item on the agenda was the monthly Animal Control Report for April, 

2014.  Animal Control Officer Mark Case read the report as follows:  there was a total of 

160 cases, 52 animals were picked up, 103 audits, 9 violations, 5 fines, 3 bite cases, 8 

door hangers placed, 7 reclaimed animals and 6 traps loaned to the public.  The two vans 

traveled a total of 4,264 miles.  Commissioner Kleinhenz made a motion to accept the 

April Animal Control Report as submitted.  Chairman Lienhoop seconded the motion 

which passed unanimously. 

Auditor Barb Hackman stated that Bartholomew County’s Standard & Poor’s 

Bond Rating remains at A+. 
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There being no other business the meeting was adjourned by Chairman Lienhoop 

at 10:50 a.m.  The next Commissioners’ Meeting will be held on Monday, June 2, 2014 at 

10:00 a.m. in the Commissioners’ Chambers. 
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