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COMMISSIONER’S MEETING 

October 21, 2013 

 

 The Bartholomew County Commissioners met in regular session on October 21, 

2013 in the Governmental Office Building, 440 Third Street, Columbus, Indiana.  

Chairman Carl Lienhoop called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m.  Commissioners Larry 

Kleinhenz and Rick Flohr, Attorney J. Grant Tucker and Auditor Barbara Hackman were 

all in attendance. 

 Commissioner Lienhoop gave the Invocation and led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 The first item on the agenda was the approval of the October 14, 2013 meeting 

minutes.  Commissioner Kleinhenz made the motion to approve the minutes and it was 

seconded by Commissioner Flohr.  The motion passed unanimously. 

The next item on the agenda was the approval of the Claims. Commissioner Flohr 

made a motion to approve the Claims as presented and it was seconded by Commissioner 

Lienhoop. The motion passed unanimously.  

The next item on the agenda was the weekly Permit report.  Chairman Lienhoop 

read the New Permits Report from 10/14/2013 to 10/18/2013.  Twenty-five (25) permits 

had been issued with a fee amount of $3,519 and a valuation amount of $2,282,678. 

The next item was Maintenance Supervisor Rick Trimpe.  He stated that the 

Annex roof is leaking and has caused some ceiling tiles to fall in the past week.  There 

are flat roofs on the building but the current problem is a hip roof.  This area is next to the 

Adult Protective Services and WIC.   
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Supervisor Trimpe gave an update regarding the Court House project.  He stated 

that the footers are poured for the ramp and they are working on building the walls for the 

ramp.     

  The next item on the agenda was consideration of a Design Services Agreement 

with United Consulting for the Replacement of Bridge No. 39 located on 300 N as 

presented by County Highway Engineer Danny Hollander.  The Agreement is for ninety-

four-thousand twenty dollars ($94,020).  Sixteen thousand dollars ($16,000) of that 

amount is due to environmental permits.  There is a possibility that eight-thousand dollars 

($8,000) of the sixteen-thousand dollars ($16,000) may not be needed, but at this time it 

is in there to assure they have enough funding in the event it is needed.  Engineer 

Hollander stated that he tries to keep the design cost between ten percent (10%) and 

twelve percent (12%).  Chairman Lienhoop stated that he has seen the cost to engineering 

firms escalate since the collapse of the bridge in Minnesota.  Commissioner Kleinhenz 

made a motion to enter into the Agreement with United Consulting for Bridge #39 for 

ninety-four-thousand twenty dollars ($94,020).  Commissioner Flohr seconded the 

motion which passed unanimously. 

 The next item Engineer Hollander had was another Design Services Agreement 

with DLZ for Bridge #16 near Quarry Ridge Golf Course in the amount of ninety-three-

thousand one-hundred fifty dollars ($93,150).  There is fourteen-thousand dollars 

($14,000) in environmental permit fees associated with this bridge.  Chairman Lienhoop 

made a motion to enter into the Agreement with DLZ for Bridge #16 for ninety-three-
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thousand one-hundred fifty dollars ($93,150).  Commissioner Flohr seconded the motion 

which passed unanimously. 

 Engineer Hollander gave the weekly crew report as follows: they mowed in 

Clifty, German and Rockcreek Townships, put up signs, wedged over pipes on 600 N, 

500 N, Base Road & 200 W, they replaced pipe on 300 N & driveway pipes on 550 S, 

150 W & 300 W, they assisted the city with the milling of an alley, they ditched & cut 

down the bank on 800 S, they patched roads and picked up trash.   

The next item on the agenda was the Second Reading of an Ordinance Amending 

the Definitions and the Administrative Subdivision Provisions of the Bartholomew 

County Subdivision Control Ordinance.  Jeff Bergman, City of Columbus-Bartholomew 

County Planning Department Director presented the plan changes that were intended to 

clarify the present County Ordinance.  There have been no changes or updates since the 

First Reading. Chairman Lienhoop opened the public portion of the meeting.  There 

being no comments, he closed the public portion of the meeting.  Commissioner Flohr 

made the motion to approve, upon Second Reading, the Ordinance Amending the 

Definitions and the Administrative Subdivision Provisions of the Bartholomew County 

Subdivision Control Ordinance which was seconded by Commissioner Kleinhenz. 

Motion passed unanimously.  (See Attached) 

 Chairman Lienhoop discussed the FEMA Flood Hazard Map updates. Director 

Bergman stated that FEMA has been working for years to update all flood maps 

nationwide.  FEMA first contacted the City/County and informed us that Bartholomew 



4 

 

County Flood Maps would be completed in 2005.  Any one that believes they will be 

adversely affected by the changes can appeal.  Any appeal is to run through Thom 

Weintraut, Senior Planner with the City/County Planning Department, as he is the contact 

person for the Flood Plan.  Both the City of Columbus and Bartholomew County 

participate in the National Flood Insurance Program.  We agree to adopt things such as 

these maps and regulations in exchange for property owners being eligible for Federally 

backed flood insurance.  There is about a ninety (90) day appeal with this.  Anyone with 

questions or concerns should contact Mr. Weintraut. 

 The next item on the agenda was the Second Reading of the consideration of an 

Ordinance Amending a Portion of Ordinance No. 2007-02 and 2010-03 pertaining to the 

Establishment and Collection by the Bartholomew County Health Department of Fees for 

Specific Services and Records.  Collis Mayfield, Health Department Director reviewed 

the proposed fee schedule changes. He stated that they had placed this Ordinance on the 

County Website.  He stated that the fee changes they are requesting are for private 

businesses.  Chairman Lienhoop opened the meeting up for public comment.  John 

Dishinger (from the audience) opposes the increases due to the fact that they do not need 

the money.  They are requesting a $20 fee increase as well as a new application fee of 

$50.  He doesn’t feel we should charge a new food establishment to get started.  He does 

not believe they need the increases in the Birth Certificates and Death Certificates.  He 

presented the department’s annual report to the Commissioners.  The report states that at 

the end of 2012 the ending balance was nine-hundred eighty-three thousand five-hundred 
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three dollars ($983,503) surplus.  In 2010 they had eight-hundred six-thousand four-

hundred sixteen dollars ($806,416).  The third report is the estimate of income from fees 

in 2014.  He believes they currently have enough funding.  Collis Mayfield, Director of 

the Health Department stated that they must have a balance to operate the department for 

the next six (6) months.  He would rather see the person that is using the service pay for 

the fee as opposed to requiring all the taxpayers to pay the costs.  Bartholomew County is 

in the middle of the pricing when compared to the other ninety-one (91) Counties.  There 

being no further comments, the public portion of the meeting was closed.  Chairman 

Lienhoop agreed with Mr. Dishinger regarding the fees for death certificates.  Collis 

Mayfield explained that the fees do not completely fund the programs; they just make up 

for some of the funds.  Commissioner Flohr is in favor of tabling the issue to review the 

information that was provided by Mr. Dishinger.  Commissioner Kleinhenz stated that he 

has been on both sides of this and feels it is appropriate for the business owner to pay for 

the service as opposed to making the other taxpayers subsidize it.  It is up to the County 

Council to review the budget and if they find there are excessive funds they need to cut 

the funding.  He is in favor of keeping the death certificates at the current price as that is 

a rough time for people.  Commissioner Flohr made a motion to table the adoption of the 

said Ordinance for a week.  Commissioner Kleinhenz seconded the motion that passed 

unanimously.  Collis Mayfield would like to know what information they would like to 

see prior to the next meeting so that he can prepare it for the meeting.  Auditor Hackman 

noted that the money is not really a surplus; it is the money to run the department until 
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the next property tax distribution.  The Council has also reduced the tax rate a couple of 

years ago due to the balance.  She also believes the rate has stayed the same since then.  

She will get that information for the next year.  They cannot run in the red.  

Commissioner Kleinhenz stated that Collis Mayfield runs a very frugal department.  

Collis Mayfield stated they are raising the fees to keep the tax rate lower.  (See Attached) 

 The next item on the agenda was consideration of an Ordinance Adopting the 

Bartholomew County, Indiana Personnel Policies Handbook.  It was noted that it has 

doubled in size in the last twelve (12) years.  Auditor Hackman stated some of the growth 

was due to the appendix which includes those departments that have differing personnel 

policies.  It makes it very complicated for the Auditor’s Office to administer different 

policies.  Some of the items that have changed are Workmen’s Compensation and what 

days off they must use; jury duty for County or Federal; social media.  Also the 

Affordable Care Act required changes as to the definitions of part-time employees.  There 

are also changes to the Family Medical Leave Act.  Chairman Lienhoop opened the 

public portion of the meeting.  Mike Lovelace (from the audience) asked as to the 

procedures for new employees receiving the policy and what procedures are in place if 

someone does not agree with a penalty.  Auditor Hackman stated that new employees 

sign a form that they have received their copy of the policy.  Attorney Grant Tucker 

explained that there is an entity that reviews those items.  He doesn’t remember off the 

top of his head who the members are of the committee, but there is a group of people for 

that process.  This is the First Reading.  Chairman Lienhoop stated that this is current as 
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it can be for today.  Commissioner Kleinhenz made a motion to adopt on First Reading 

the Ordinance accepting the Bartholomew County Personnel Policy.  Commissioner 

Flohr seconded the motion which passed unanimously. 

 Chairman Lienhoop asked for any further business.  Mike Lovelace (from the 

audience) suggested that the County might need to look into hiring a person to do the 

design work for bridges as we spent almost two-hundred-thousand dollars ($200,000) on 

two (2) bridge designs.  Attorney Tucker stated that by hiring an engineering firm, the 

company has various personnel with various areas of expertise. 

 John Dishinger (from the audience) asked if there was any information regarding 

as to how the bridge from Petersville was moved to Newbern.  He believes it would be 

very interesting information. 

There being no other business, the meeting was adjourned by Chairman Lienhoop 

at 10:54 a.m.  The next Commissioners’ meeting will be on Monday, October 28, 2013 at 

10:00 a.m. in the Commissioners’ Chambers. 
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ATTEST: 

_________________________ 

BARBARA J HACKMAN 
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