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COMMISSIONERS’ MEETING 

January 11, 2016 

 

 

 

 The Bartholomew County Commissioners met in regular session on January 11, 

2016 in the Governmental Office Building, 440 Third Street, Columbus, Indiana.  

Commissioners Rick Flohr, Larry Kleinhenz and Carl Lienhoop were present.  County 

Attorney J. Grant Tucker was also in attendance.  County Auditor Barbara Hackman was 

absent, but was represented by her Chief Deputy Sandra Beatty. 

Chairman Flohr called the meeting to order and Commissioner Lienhoop gave the 

Invocation and led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 The first item on the agenda was the approval of the January 4, 2016 

Commissioners’ Meeting Minutes.  Commissioner Kleinhenz made a motion to approve 

the minutes.  Commissioner Lienhoop seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 

Next was the approval of claims.  Commissioner Lienhoop motioned to approve 

the claims.  Commissioner Kleinhenz seconded the motion which passed unanimously. 

The next item was weekly reports.  Chairman Flohr read the New Permit Report 

dated 1/4/16 to 1/11/16.  Thirty-one (31) permits had been issued with fees collected of 

$7,994 and estimated construction costs of $3,400,010.   

County Engineer Danny Hollander gave the Highway Weekly Crew Report which 

included the following work:  patched roads; put up signs; pulled stone back into place 

along 800S and 150E; picked up trash; trimmed trees along 150E; removed cement wall 

at 425E north of 450N; and cut down trees on 950N and 625E.  He also submitted the 

December 2015 Monthly Crew Report, including crew work, status of bridge and road 

projects and crew priorities for January. 

Mr. Hollander requested approval on a Notice to Bidders for the rebidding of one 

(1) new 2014-2016 5500 white dump truck. The notice will be advertised in The 

Republic Newspaper on January 21
st
 and January 28

th
 leading up to the opening of bids 

on February 8, 2016 at 10:00 a.m.  Commissioner Kleinhenz motioned to approve the 

notice.  Commissioner Lienhoop seconded the motion that passed unanimously.  
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Mr. Hollander also presented a Letter of Understanding from INDOT advising 

the County of their designation of a mutually acceptable unofficial detour for its plans to 

close SR 252 from I65 to CR 200W for reconstruction.  Roads impacted in the unofficial 

detour include CR 800N, CR 50W and CR 650N.  INDOT agrees to reimburse 

Bartholomew County for the cost related to damage repair to these county roads while it 

is being used as the unofficial local detour.  Commissioner Lienhoop motioned to sign 

the Letter of Understanding establishing the unofficial detour terms with INDOT.  

Commissioner Kleinhenz seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 

Next, IT Director Jeff Wehmiller presented expenditures approved at that 

morning’s Data Board meeting, as follows:  

     
 

Commissioner Kleinhenz motioned to ratify the IT expenditures.  Commissioner 

Lienhoop seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 

The next item was the consideration of an Ordinance Amending the Official 

Zoning Map, Rezoning the Subject Property From “AP” (Agricultural: Preferred) to 

“CRc” (Commercial: Regional Center with Commitments) to be known as the Bruce 

Nolting Commercial Rezoning, Plan Commission Case No. RZ-15-02. (See attached)  

Planning Department Director Jeff Bergman explained that the owner, Bruce Nolting, 

proposes to rezone a 41.68+/- acre area generally located at the southwest corner of the 

intersection of US 31 and State Road 46.  The property also has frontage on State Road 7 

along its southern property line.  Mr. Nolting has indicated that he would like to prepare 

the property for future commercial development, but at this time does not have any likely 

buyers or intended commercial uses for the location.  

Vendor Product/Service Cost Budgeted

Matrix Integration On-site failover testing $ 1,050.00 No

Solar Winds Helpdesk software - maintenance $ 2,044.00 Yes

Windstream/Mitel Phone system - monthly lease pmt $ 6,785.87 Yes

Software Solutions, Inc. VIP software - yearly maint. fee $ 14,442.35 Yes

Computer Systems, Inc. CSI software - yearly maint. Fee $ 10,000.00 Yes
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At its December 9, 2015 meeting, the Bartholomew County Plan Commission 

reviewed Nolting’s Commercial Rezoning application and forwarded it to the 

Commissioners with a favorable recommendation by a vote of 5 in favor, 2 opposed and 

2 abstained.  The favorable recommendation includes the following commitment, which 

is intended to provide screening from future commercial development for an adjacent 

residential property:  A Type A Buffer Yard, which includes a fence or wall constructed 

along the east, west, and south property lines of East State Road 46 (owned by Paul 

Younger) at the time the subject property is developed. 

Bruce Nolting, Tim Allen and Attorney Joyce Thayer Sword spoke for the 

rezoning action.  Chairman Flohr opened the meeting for public comments.  

Commissioner Lienhoop recused himself from the proceedings and vote due to a conflict 

of interest.  The meeting proceeded and audience members who spoke to oppose the 

action included:  Jerry Schnur, Paul Younger, Daniel Boewe, and Barb Fawbush.  There 

being no other comments the meeting was closed.  Ms. Sword read the possible uses 

under a CR designation.  (See attached)  Commissioners Flohr and Kleinhenz urged Mr. 

Nolting to take additional time to talk with neighbors regarding the property’s 

prospective uses.  Talk of tabling the ordinance for a later date prompted Mr. Bergman to 

state that the Commissioners have 90 days to act upon the Plan Commission’s certified 

recommendation or their recommendation becomes decisive and the property would be 

rezoned.  Commissioner Kleinhenz motioned to table the decision for a later date or when 

Mr. Nolting requests another hearing upon reaching an understanding with his neighbors.  

Chairman Flohr seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 

Commissioner Lienhoop returned to his seat on the Board of Commissioners.      

Commissioner Lienhoop read the monthly the Veteran’s Services Report for 

December, 2015.  The Veteran’s Office conducted 113 scheduled/walk-in/outside 

interviews; made 251 contacts by phone/mail; made 17 trips to the VA Hospital; and 

traveled 1,634 miles.  The office processed 19 new applicants.  Assistant VSO Larry 

Garrity met with house- and nursing home-bound veterans to complete paperwork.  
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Commissioner Lienhoop made a motion to accept the report.  Commissioner Kleinhenz 

seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 

Commissioner Kleinhenz acknowledged the receipt of the Treasurer’s Monthly 

Report for the month of December, 2015. Commissioner Kleinhenz motioned to accept 

the report.  Commissioner Lienhoop seconded the motion which passed unanimously. 

Chairman Flohr stated that County Offices will be closed next Monday, January 

18
th

, in observance of the Martin Luther King Day. 

    The next Commissioners’ Meeting will be held on Tuesday, January 19, 2016 at 

10:00 a.m. in the Commissioners’ Chambers.  There being no other business the meeting 

was adjourned at 10:50 a.m. 

 

BARTHOLOMEW COUNTY  

COMMISSIONERS 

 

 

             
RICHARD A. FLOHR, CHAIRMAN 
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_______________________          
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